Stella VNaris Parish

Catholic Parish of Christchurch Diocese
739 Ferry Road, Woolston, PO Box 19625, Christchurch 8241
Phone: 03 3841600; Email: parish@stellamarisparish.org.nz
www.stellamarisparish.org.nz

OUR PARISH VISION:

Our Stella Maris Parish will grow an inclusive welcoming faith community which supports

one another to deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ and by our actions and words, en-
courage others to join our faith journey.

30th November 2025—First Sunday of Advent—Yr A

PREPARE FOR THE LORD’S COMING

The First Sunday of Advent opens a new Liturgical Year and invites us to
begin again with renewed hearts. Advent does not start with decorations or
festivities, but with a wake-up call from Jesus: “Stay awake.” This call is about
the sleep of the heart: a spiritual drowsiness that allows our relationship
with God to fade quietly into the background of life.

It is quite easy for us to slip into routine: working, planning, eating, moving
through each day without noticing God’s presence. These routine activities
are not wrong, but they become dangerous when they become our whole
world. Advent calls us back to the reality of our spiritual life. We live on
earth, but we belong to heaven. We prepare ourselves for the celebration of
Christ’s first coming in Bethlehem, and at the same time, we ready our hearts
for his second coming.

To “stay awake” means keeping our hearts alert to God’s presence,
recognizing him in the Eucharist, in daily events, and in the faces of the poor,
the lonely, the vulnerable and the abandoned. It also means examining the
direction of our lives: Are we moving closer to the Lord, or drifting away
unnoticed? The call to “stay awake” also invites us to live rightly — not only
avoiding darkness and sins such as jealousy, hatred, division, and selfishness,
but by “putting on the armour of light” as Saint Paul urges us, and choosing
the light: compassion, forgiveness, prayer, simplicity and goodness.

As we begin this holy season, let us ask Mother Mary and
all the saints to help us awaken from spiritual sleep, I
recognize Jesus’ presence in our lives, and live in such a |
way that we will be ready when he comes again.

Fr Tang Phan
Assistant Priest

WE BEGIN A NEW LITURGICAL YEAR TODAY
YEARA

One Liturgical year has just come to an end and a
new Liturgical year is beginning today with
Advent! There are four Sundays in Advent, and
there are four candles on the Advent wreath.
Each Sunday we light one candle.

The first candle symbolizes HOPE
the second LOVE,
the third JOY
the fourth PEACE.

Today we light the candle of Hope.

PARISH INFORMATION:
EMASS CENTRES:

: Woolston: St Anne’s,

1739 Ferry Rd.

ESumner: Our Lady Star of the Sea,
§42 Dryden St.

: New Brighton: St Mary’s,

1116 Lonsdale St.

: Diamond Harbour: St Andrew’s,
85 Marine Dr.

ENGLISH):
Saturday Vigil 6:00pm
Sunday 10:30am
Sumner: Sunday 9:00am
New Brighton: Sunday 10:30am
Diamond Harbour:1st Sunday 5:30pm

! WEEKEND
* Woolston:

amoan Mass Times:
oolston: 1st Sunday 12:30pm
New Brighton: 2nd Sunday 12:30pm
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ongan Mass Time:
oolston: 2nd Sunday 3:30pm
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WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

Woolston: Tues, Wed & Thurs: 9:15am
Friday 12:00pm

Sumner: Thursday 9:15am

= New Brighton: Thursday 11:15am

: A Funeral Mass replaces the week-day

: Mass.

ERECONCILIATION:
: Woolston: Friday 11:15am-11:45am
Saturday 10:30am-11:00am
New Brighton: After Sunday Mass
Sumner: After Thursday Mass
iamond Harbour: After Sunday Mass

PARISH CONTACTS:
: Parish Priest:

: Fr Job Thyikalamuriyil

E Phone: 022 682 9886

Email: frjobts@gmail.com

= Assistant Priest:
* Father Paulo Filoialii
: Phone: 027 955 7989
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EAssistant Priest:
E Fr Tang Phan
: Phone: 0279201720

= Email: frtang@stellamarisparish.org.nz

: Office Administrator

EJoseph Arackal

E Phone: 03 384 1600 / 022 101 4039
: parish@stellamarisparish.org.nz

! Pastoral Worker: - Janette Bradbrook
: Phone: 022317 4323
* janette @stellamarisparish.org.nz

: Finance Administrator:
: accounts@stellamarisparish.org.nz

Local Safeguarding representative
= Makarita Fido-Isaako
: Phone: 021 082 56819

= volunteer@stellamarisparish.org.nz
i
i



PARISH NOTICES:

Sunday, 30 November 2025—First Sunday of Advent — Yr A

Isaiah 2:1-5 Romans 13:11-14

Psalm Response: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

mDOT

Mathew 24:37-44 e

CHRISTMAS 2025 AND NEW YEAR 2026 PROGRAMS

MASS OF ANOINTING: ALL WELCOME
Friday 5" December 2025 at 12.00pm : St Annes, Woolston
Thursday 11" December 2025 at 11.15am: St Mary’s, New
Brighton

ADVENT RECONCILIATION RITE II: ALL WELCOME
Thursday 11th December 2025 at 7.00pm
At St Anne’s Church, Woolston

CHRISTMAS EVE: WEDNESDAY 24™ 2025
Diamond Harbour : Carols at 5.30pm, Mass at 6.00pm
St Anne’s, Woolston : Carols at 6.00pm, Mass at 6.30pm
St Mary’s, New Brighton: Carols at 6.30pm, Mass at 7.00pm

Star of the Sea, Sumner : Carols at 8.00pm, Mass at
8.30pm
St Anne’s, Woolson : Midnight Malayalam Mass at 11.45pm

CHRISTMAS DAY: THURSDAY 25™ DECEMBER 2025
St Anne’s Church, Woolston: Carols at 9.30am, Mass at
10.00am

NEW YEAR’S EVE WEDNESDAY 31st DECEMBER 2025
St Anne’s Church, Woolston: Adoration 11.00pm and Mass
at 12.00am
NEW YEARS DAY THURSDAY 1st JANUARY 2026
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
St Anne’s Church, Woolston: Mass at 9.15 am

!; CONSIDER GIVING THE PARISH
L A CHRISTMAS GIFT:
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’V@ ® Every year our parish has a shortfall expense.
. There was around 30k over expense on the

first half of this financial year, due to maintenance. This
year there is no Bishop’s Christmas Appeal. Please consider
giving the parish a Christmas Gift this year to meet costs.
This is for us! Special envelopes are available in the
Narthex (foyer), write your planned giving envelope
number if you wish to receive GST receipt, and put it in the
Sunday collection basket. If you wish to pay online the
Account details: 03-1592-0207535-020 - Catholic Parish
East

DIOCESAN NOTICES are on the notice board and are emailed

EFTPOS TERMINAL MACHINE:

The Parish will be installing a fixed Eftpos terminal in
the foyer of St Annes Church. The Parish office has
already received one portable other Eftpos terminal
machine which can be taken to the Mass centres.

ONE DAY PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO AKAROA:
SATURDAY 29™ NOVEMBER: The Parish has arranged
a bus, which will be leaving from St Annes at 9.00am
and will return at 5.30pm sharp. We will have Mass,
adoration and an opportunity to make your
reconciliation. Bring your own lunch. 15 more seats
are available. Please contact the office to register your
name: phone 03 384 1600 / 022 101 4039 or email:
parish@stellamarisparish.org.nz

VOLUNTEER’S APPRECIATION: Our Stella Maris Parish
is very grateful to all our volunteers who are involved
in various activities. As a token of appreciation, the
parish invites you to a volunteer’s appreciation
refreshment, on Sunday 7" December at St Anne’s
Hall from 3.00pm to 4.30pm.

JUNIOR LEGION OF MARY — UPCOMING
PROMOTIONS

Sunday, 30th November — 10:30am Mass: St Mary’s
Church, New Brighton.

SVDP NEEDS YOUR HELP!

On Saturday 20 December the Stella Maris Conference
will be making up and delivering 30 Christmas food
parcels to families in the area. We appeal to
parishioners to contribute at least one Christmas item
when you attend Mas, starting this Sunday.

THE CATHOLIC SHOP — now open Sundays till
Christmas 8.30am to 12.30pm. 373 Manchester Street
or online www.thecatholicshop.nz

REMINDER: Our Parish is subscribed to FORMED:

All of our parishioners have access to this amazing
resource.

It's very easy - to log on and sign up
- Go to https://signup.formed.org/

- Search for Catholic Parish of Christ-
church East

- Enter your name, and email address

- Then you have access to a whole range
of fabulous resources.

STELLA MARIS PARISH OFFICE: 116 Lonsdale Street, New Brighton
PARISH OFFICE OPEN HOURS: Tuesday 2.00pm to 4.00pm
Wednesday 8.30am to 4.00pm, Thursday 9.00am to 4.00pm, Friday 8:30am to 4.00pm

Stella Maris Parish Schools

Aranui—St James

New Brighton—New Brighton Catholic Sumner—Our Lady Star of the Sea

Woolston—St Anne’s

Acting Principal: Nicole Buckley
Phone: 03 388 7982
nicole@nbc.school.nz

Principal: Adele Greig
Phone: 03 326 5315
principal@ourladystar.school.nz

+ Principal: Rose Firth-Scott
¢ Phone: 03 982-0009
principal@stjames.school.nz

Principal: Dallas Wichman
Phone: 03 384 3073
principal@stannes.co.nz
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http://www.thecatholicshop.nz

